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TOTNES  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

I960. 

The  estimated  population  has  fallen  by  20  to  5,510 

The  birth  rate  was  .  -  13*0  compared  with  11*8  in  1959*  The 

death  rate  has  fallen]  from  11.86  in  1959  to  10*5« 

Fewer  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Respiratory  infections  were  prevalent  on  a  larger  scale  than 
usual  during  January.  Mumps  reached  epidemic  proportions  amongst 
infant  and  junior  school  children  during  the  last  two  months  of 

1960.  Anthrax  was  made  a  notifiable  disease  during  the  year  and 
steps  have  been  taken  to  ensure  the  early  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
this  disease. 

A  new  refuse  tip  will  be  required  at  the  end  of  1961.  If 
the  new  tip  is  situated  within  the  Borough  then  I  consider  it 
essential  that  a  system  of  ’'controlled  tipping”  is  carried  out 
instead  of  the  unhygienic  system  of  crude  tipping.  Consideration 
must  also  be  given  to  sewage  disposal  during  the  coming  year.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  review  of  the  sewerage  system,  originally 
planned  to  be  carried  out  during  I960, will  be  completed  during 

1961.  It  will  be  recalled  that  I  made  reference  to  refuse 
disposal  and  the  overloaded  sewage  works  in  my  annual  report  for 
1959. 


A  review  has  been  made  of  the  slaughterhouses  and  slaughtering 
facilities  in  the  Borough.  It  was  considered  that  all  the  local 
slaughterhouses  could  comply  with  the  construction  regulations 
made  under  the  1958  Slaughterhouses  Act  although  it  was  realised 
that  various  alterations  and  improvements  would  be  required  at 
three  of  the  premises.  The  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilisation) 
Regulations  were  welcomed  but  it  would  be  even  more  satisfactory 
if  all  meat  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  required  to  be  both 
sterilised  and  stained  before  being  sold  for  animal  consumption. 
Regulations  relating  to  meat  inspectors  were  also  introduced 
during  the  year  and,  when  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of 
public  health  inspectors  and  meat  inspectors  available,  I  think 
it  probable  that  100%  meat  inspection  in  local  authority  areas 
will  become  compulsory.  As  already  mentioned  in  last  year’s, 
report,  due  to  the  large  amount  of  slaughtering  thot  occurs  in  the 


1 


- 


.  . 


■ 

•  :  ‘ 


2 


Borough  100%  meat  inspection  could  only  be  carried  out  by  the 
appointment  of  a  full  time  public  health  inspector 

A  considerable  amount  of  unsound  food  was  condemned  or 
surrendered  and  the  bulk  of  this  was  situated  in  one  local 
grocery  shop.  Poor  storage  conditions  and  an  inadequate  turnover 
of  stock  were  responsible  for  this  unfortunate  wastage  of  food. 
Food  hygiene  regulations  introduced  during  t foe  year  consolidated 
the  previous  regulations  and  included  a  number  of  amendments. 
Towards  the  end  of  1961  the  regulations  will  apply  for  the  first 
time  to  the  handling  and  service  of  food  on  river  excursion 
vessels. 

I  am  becoming  concerned  with  the  increasing  number  of  houses 
which  are  found  to  be  damp  because  of  defective  roofs.  These 
houses  are  usually  rented  properties  and  the  owners  are  frequently 
reluctant  to  repair  the  roofs,  having  little  regard  to  the  damage 
occurring  to  their  property  or  the  discomfort  experienced  by  their 
tenants.  Informal  approaches  are  not  always  successful  and  the 
defects,  which  are  regarded  as  a  nuisance  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936,  are  eventually  remedied  'when  it  is  realised  that  the 
1  ocal  authority  intends  to  take  formal  action  to  remedy  the 
nuisance.  A  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  are  now  reaching  the 
end  of  their  "life"  but  their  owners  invariably  expect  them  to 
remain  suitable  for  occupation  for  an  indefinite  length  of 
time.  My  views  of  these  houses  have  been  outlined  on  page  ZjL. 

The  new  points  system  for  the  allocation  of  Council  houses  was 
introduced  in  June.  Sixty-eight  applicants  were  found  to  be 
1  iving  in  existing  accommodation  which  was  not  regarded  as 

satisfactory  in  certain  respects.  Visits  to  the  applicants  and 
inspection  of  their  dwellings  occupied  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

The  Noise  Abatement  Act  came  into  operation  during  November. 
Noise  or  vibration  which  is  a  nuisance  can  now  be  regarded  as  a 
statutory  nuisance  and  the  appropriate  action  can  be  taken  by  a 
local  authority.  Noise  has  become  an  increasing  problem  over  the 
years  and  this  local  authority  previously  had  no  general  powers 
conferred  on  it  to  deal  'with  nuisance  arising  as  a  result  of 
noise  or  vibration.  During  the  early  part  of  the  year  noise 
arising  from  industrial  premises  in  one  part  of  the  town  did 
become  a  considerable  nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  in  the  immediate 
vicinity.  Following  an  informal  approach  by  the  Council  it  is 
pleasing  to  report  that  the  owners  of  the  premises  to  ok  the 
necessary  steps  to  reduce  the  noise  to  a  minimum 

During  the  year  I  have  presented  reports  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee  on  such  matters  as  gas  cookers  for  the  handicapped 
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persons,  washing  facilities  in  public  conveniences,  the  general 
incidence  of  infectious  diseases  over  recent  year  s  and 
measures  which  can  be  carried  out  by  a  local  authority  to 
reduce  home  accidents.  In  connection  with  the  last  item  I 
recommended  that  the  Council  should  adopt  the  following  two 
measures  in  order  to  ensure  the  more  widespread  use  of  fire 
guards  manufactured  to  the  British  Standards  Specification. 

1.  To  make  arrangements  for  all  new  Council  houses  to  have 
screw  eyelets  fitted  into  the  fire  surrounds  where  solid 
fuel  fires  are  to  be  used. 

2.  To  provide  a  service  for  the  fitting  of  screw  eyelets  to 
the  fire  surrounds  in  Council  houses  on  the  request  of  the 
tenants  who  have  purchased,  or  are  proposing  to  purchase, 
an  approved  fire  guard  for  the  protection  of  a  solid  fuel 
fire. 

Other  reports  presented  to  the  Committee  dealt  with 
radioactive  hazards,  Strontium  90,  medical  radiological 
hazards,  noise  and  dust  nuisances.  A  review  was  made  of  the 
vaccination  arrangements  against  influenza,  poliomyelitis 
and  tuberculosis.  Comments  made  on  other  items  during  the 
year  are  described  in  the  relevant  sections  of  this  report. 

I  should  like  to  end  this  report  on  a  personal  note  by 
thanking  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the 
support  that  they  have  given  me  and  I  should  also  like  to 
thank  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Borough  Council  for  their 
help  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


I  am  Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 
¥our  Obedient  Servant, 

?  / 

F.T.  Hunt. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 
General  Statistics 


Area  .....so,. 


Q 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . o... 

Dwellings  owned  by  the  Council . . 

Council  dwellings  per  1,000  population 

Rateable  value  (1st  April,  i960) . 

Estimated  product  of  Id*  rate 


1,421  acres 
1,864 
449 
81,2 
£78,036 
£313 


2. 


Vital  Statistics 


Estimated  mid  year  population . . . *  5,510 

Population  at  1951  census  ,.ao..o.oooo...aoao.aoo«eo<>...ooo  5, 540 

Births 


*90ooooooooooooqoo*oooo#ooooooooooooooaoo# 

O  9  #  •  •  #  O  ^00000000000*0# 


Live  births  . 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

Illegitimate  birth  rate  per  cent  of  total  births. ..... . 

S  till  Id  1  r  t  ins  oo.ooooo©...?  000000000.000. oooooo... 000 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  .... 
Jotal  live  and  still  births 
Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Corrected  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 


•  ##9###00#####00##000#0000#00## 

•  ••••••OOO*OOOOO##0«# 


66 

11.9 

3 

2 

29.4 
68 
12.3 
13®  0 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...... .  15*1 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  15*6 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births . . . .  NIL 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  ..••o.oooooooooooojoooooooo«.oooo.  15® 1 
Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  .•ooo»»oo*.oaoooo.oooooo.o#.  15. 1 

pe r 1 na t al  m o r t al 1 1 y  r at e  ooo..*oooooo..oooooo»»oo«. 44 p 1 


Deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  are  classified  as 
infant  deaths.  The  neo-natal  mortality  rate  indicates  the  number 
of  infants  dying  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  birth  per  1,000 
total  live  births,  whilst  the  early  neo-natal  mortality  rate 
considers  infants  dying  within  the  first  week  of  birth.  The 
perinatal  mortality  rate  indicates  the  number  of  still  births  and 
infant  deaths  under  one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births® 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (lncludin.fi  Abortion) 

NumbC/ r  of  c3. 0 of hs  #0400090000090*00000  000000*00 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ••• 
DEATHS 

Total  deaths  (Males  .Females. •• 5^. • 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  . 

Corrected  rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

CLASS I FI CA TI ON  OF  DEATHS 


Malignant  neoplasm  -  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm  -  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm  -  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm  -  uterus 
Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other-  circulatory  disease 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 


QOOO«tO#9 


NIL 

NIL 


95 

17.2 

10.5 


Male  Female  Total 

■  nmw  or— ns«mi-rj  ■■  n  mb i 


3 

1 


6 

4 

7 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

l 

1 

5 

1 


2 

1 

7 

1 

10 

2 

5 

3. 


21 

1 


3 

1 

2 

1 

13 
1 

14 
9 
2 

7 

5 

3 

4 
1 
1 

2  6 
1 
1 


42  53  95 


There  were  95  deaths  compared  with  90  in  the  previous  year. 
Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  accounted  for  approximately 
one  quarter  of  the  deaths,  whilst  the  second  commonest  cause  of 
death  was  due  to  malignant  neoplasms  causing  one  fifth  of  the 
recorded  deaths. 
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MEASUREMENT  OP  COMMUNITY  HEALTH 


Whilst  the  above  mortality  statistics  give  some  indication 
of  the  health  of  the  Borough,  I  consider  that  a  similar  system 
of  mortality  recording  would  be  of  extreme  value  both  in 
assessing  the  health  of  the  population  and  in  recommending  measures 
which  could  be  taken  to  improve  health*  The  nature  of  the 
illness  affecting  people  in  the  area  could  enable  a  study  to  be 
made  of  the  factors  responsible  for  the  onset  of  those  illnesses* 
Such  information  could  be  obtained  from  National  Insurance 
Sickness  Certificates  and  also  Hospital  Records.  Unfortunately 
this  information  is  not  available  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health© 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  following  hospitals  are  situated  in  the  Borough  and  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Torquay  and  District  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 

a)  Totnes  &  District  Hospital 

This  is  a  general  practitioner  hospital  and  has  24  beds 
available  for  medical  and  surgical  cases. 

b)  Broomborough  Hospital 

135  beds  are  available  for  chronic  cases,  and  43  beds  are 
available  for  residential  cases  under  the  Part  3  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act.  A  maternity  wing  provides  13  beds 
and  cots. 

Persons  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  requiring 
hospital  treatment  are  accommodated  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Torquay. 

2.  County  Council  Health  Services 

Under  the  National  Health  Services  Act,  1946,  the  County 
Council  provides  the  following  services 

a)  Domiciliary  midwives. 

b)  Home  nurses. 

c)  Health  visitors. 

d)  Services  for  the  care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
children  under  five. 

e)  Ambulance  services. 

f)  Vaccination  and  immunisation  procedures. 

g)  Domestic  help  servic  es  (Home  Helps) 

h)  Arrangements  for  the  prevention  of  illness,  the  care  of 
persons  suffering  from  illness  or  mental  disorder,  and  the 
after  care  of  such  persons. 

Two  district  nurse/midwives  work  in  the  district.  A  child 
welfare  clinic  is  held  every  fortnight  at  the  Borough  Park 
Clinic  and  the  Health  Visitor  for  the  area  attends  this  clinic. 

A  home  help  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  a 
member  of  the  W.V.S.  is  the  local  organiser.  The  ambulance 
service  is  operated  by  voluntary  organisations. 

Pomeroy  House  provides  accommodation  for  16  old  persons. 

In  addition,  the  County  provides  residential  accommodation  in 
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homes  and  hostels  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  County  for 
persons,  who  by  reason  of  age,  infirmity  or  other  circumstances, 
are  in  need  of  care  and  attention  not  otherwise  available 
to  them* 

During  the  year  the  County  Council  made  arrangements  with 
the  Totnes  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  to  provide  a  chiropody 
service  for  the  handicapped,  aged  and  expectant  mothers  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Council.  Councillor  Mrs  Gray,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Totnes  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee's  the  person  to 
whom  all  cases  should  be  referred. 

Laboratory  Services 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  pathological  specimens  and 
samples  of  milk,  water  and  ice  cream  are  carried  out  by  either 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Exeter  or  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Plymouth.  The  chemical  analysis 
of  water  and  other  samples  is  undertaken  by  Public  Analysts  in 
Exeter* 

Tuberculin  Testing  Scheme  (School  Children) 

All  children  attending  County  Primary  Schools  in  the 
District  now  receive, as  part  of  the  general  supervision  of  their 
health,  a  special  tuberculin  skin  test  each  year.  This  test 
may  indicate  if  the  child  is  suffering  from,  or  has  suffered 
from,  tuberculosis*  Such  children  are  referred  for  further 
examination  and,  by  this  means,  early  cases  of  tuberculosis 
can  be  detected  in  the  child  or  in  the  child’s  family* 

The  scheme  has  as  its  main  object,  the  detection  of 
previously  unsuspected  cases  of  tuberculosis,  and  the 
examination  of  the  child  gives  the  lead  for  tracing  the  source 
of  the  infection  in  the  community. 

Removal  of  Old  and  Infirm  Persons  to  Institutions 

Under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  ^ct,  1948, 
the  Council  may  apply  to  a  court  for  an  order  to  remove  to  a 
suitable  institution  any  persons  who 

a)  Are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  or  being  aged, 
infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in  insanitary 
conditions  and 

b)  Are  unable  to  attend  to  themselves  and  are  not  receiving 
from  other  persons  thorough  care  and  attention. 
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The  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act  1951*  amended 
Section  47  of  the  1948  &ctP  and  enabled  application  for 
removal  of  urgent  cases  to  be  made  to  the  local  authority  or  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  if  authorised  by  the  Council  to 
do  so,  without  giving  7  days  notice  as  previously  required. 

Such  application  may  be  made  either  to  a  court  of  ’’summary 
jursidiction” ,  or  to  a  single  Justice,  on  a  certificate  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  another  registered  medical 
practitioner. 

Detention  orders  made  in  respect  of  these  urgent  cases  are 
limited  to  three  weeks,  and,  if  it  is  necessary  to  extend  this 
time,  compliance  must  be  made  with  the  original  requirements 
of  Section  47* 

During  the  year  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  resort  to 
Section  47  procedure  as  voluntary  persuasion  was  successful  on 
each  occasion. 

Medical  Examination  of  Staff 


Six  persons  were  medically  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  prior  to  being  employed  by  the  Council. 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Service 

A  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  visited  Totnes  during 
the  first  week  of  November  and  it  was  situated  at  the 
Coronation  Road  Car  Park.  A  total  of  990  persons  visited  the 
unit,  475  males  and  515  females,  and  it  is  considered  that  the 
response  was  not  unreasonable  in  view  of  the  very  bad  weather 
which  prevailed  during  the  first  three  days  of  the  visit. 
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SECTION  Co 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


1#  Diseases  Notified  during  the  Year 

a)  Measles 

Three  cases  of  measles  were  notified,  all  children  under 
three  years. 

b)  Scarlet  Fever 

Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever  is  caused  by  a  streptococcal  organism. 

Such  organisms  can  also  be  responsibile  for  tonsilitis  and 
sore  throats  and  these  diseases  are  not  notifiable. 

c)  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

2.  Outbreaks  of  Other  Diseases 

There  are  a  number  of  infectious  diseases  which  are  not 
notifiable  diseases  and  consequently  are  not  referred  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  A  knowledge  of  the  incidence  of 
such  diseases  in  the  community  is  often  only  acquired  when 
they  become  wide  spread  and  extensive. 

Respiratory  infections  were  prevalent  during  the  month 
of  January  and  many  young  school  age  children  were  affected. 
During  November  and  early  December  there  was  an  epidemic 
of  rrnjmps  which  first  involved  young  school  children  and  quickly 
spread  to  children  in  the  older  age  groups.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  exclude  from  school  any  children  who  are  only 
contacts  of  this  disease  but  any  child  affected  by  mumps  should 
be  excluded  from  school  until  at  least  7  days  after  the 
subsidence  of  the  swollen  glands. 

3.  Influenza 


Influenza  was  not  present  on  a  large  scale  during  the 
year  and  never  reached  epidemic  proportions.  Innoculations 
against  influenza  can  be  exceedingly  useful  as  a  prevent  ive 
measure  since  it  reduced  the  chances  of  catching  the  disease 
by  about  two  thirds.  Unfortunately  the  immunity  produced  by 
these  innoculations  only  lasts  about  one  year.  The  innoculations 
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are  normally  given  during  the  Autumn  months  and  they  would 
be  of  particular  benefit  to  persons  already  suffering  from 
cardio  vascular  diseases  and  diseases  of  the  lungs.  Persons 
engaged  in  essential  occupations  or  occupying  key  positions 
at  their  work  would  also  obtain  benefit  from  the  innoculations. 

4.  Rubella  (German  Measles) 

There  now  seems  no  doubt  that  rubella  occurring  during  the 
first  three  months  of  pregnancy  may  have  a  serious  effect  on  the 
growing  baby.  The  likelihood  of  miscarriage  or  still-birth  is 
doubled.  The  chances  of  the  baby  being  born  with  a  congenital 
deformity  or  malformation  may  be  increased  five  fold.  Because 
of  these  facts  it  is  necessary  to  emphasise  two  preventive 
measures  related  to  rubella. 

a)  Expectant  mothers  should  be  kept  well  away  from 

any  person  suffering  from  rubella  during  the  first 
four  months  of  pregnancy. 


b)  If  an  expectant  mother  becomes  a  contact  of  a  case  of 
rubella  during  early  pregnancy  she  should  seek 
immediate  medical  attention  in  order  that  she  can  be 
given  an  injection  of  immune  gamma  globulin  serum.  If 
given  early,  this  serum  can  prevent  the  developement  of 
the  disease. 

5 •  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Vaccination  and  immunisation  is  available  to  give 
protection  against  such  diseases  as  smallpox,  poliomyelitis, 
whooping  cough,  diphtheria,  tetanus  and  tuberculosis.  These 
procedures  can  be  carried  out  by  local  medical  practitioners 
and  also,  under  the  Devon  County  Council  scheme,  sessions  are 
carried  out  at  local  schools  and  the  local  Infant  Welfare 
Clinic. 

6.  New  Notifiable  Diseases 


The  Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases)  Amendment 
Regulations  i960  came  into  force  on  December  1st  i960  and 
provided  for  the  notification  by  medical  practitioners  to 
medical  officers  of  all  cases  of  anthrax. 

Anthrax  is  an  acute  bacterial  infection  of  animals 
and  man.  In  man  it  is  usually  a  disease  of  the  skin  but  can 
also  affect  the  lungs  and  gastro  intestinal  tract.  It  is 
primarily  an  occupational  hazard  of  agricultural  workers 
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handling  infected  animals  and  of  industrial  workers  handling 
hair  and  wool.  Fortunately  it  occurs  only  infrequently  in 
England  and  Wales  when  the  source  of  infection  is  generally  the 
tissues  of  animals  dying  of  the  disease  or  the  contaminated 
hair,  hides  and  soil  associated  with  the  infected  animal. 

Anthrax  has  not  previously  been  a  notifiable  disease  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  but  medical  practitioners  have  been 
required .under  the  1937  Factories  Act,  to  notify  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Factories  of  cases  of  anthrax  contacted  in  any 
factory. 

By  the  Anthrax  Order  1938  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
must  be  notified  by  the  inspector  under  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  Acts  if  a  case  of  anthrax  in  an  animal  arises  in  his 
district o  These  notifications  are  made  so  that  advice  can  be 
given  on  the  question  of  disinfection. 

The  notification  of  anthrax  will  probably  result  in  cases 
being  identified,  diagnosed  and  treated  more  rapidly.  In 
addition  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  now  be  empowered  to 
investigate  the  source  of  the  infection  and  to  take  any 
necessary  action  in  cases  occurring  outside  the  scope  of  the 
Factories  Acts,  whore  until  now,  no  one  has  had  this 
responsibility.  Steps  are  already  being  taken  to  improve  the 
arrangements  for  early  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  suspected 
cases  of  anthrax. 

7.  Civil  Defence  (Diseases)  Regulations,  I960 

These  regulations  came  into  force  on  April  1st  and  place 
on  local  authorities,  when  required  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 
the  duty  to  make  plans  for  the  prevention  and  control  of 
disease,  or  spread  of  disease  in  circumstances  arising  out  of 
hostile  action  or  the  threat  of  hostile  action,  in  addition 
local  authorities  may  be  required  to  train  the  members  of  their 
staff  in  duties  relating  to  the  prevention  or  spread  of  such 
disease. 

These  regulations  arise  under  the  Civil  Defence  Act,  1948 
and,  until  their  introduction,  no  duties  had  been  imposed 
on  local  authorities  for  dealing  with  disease  in  an  emergency 
or  for  training  staff  for  this  situation. 

8 •  Authentication  of  I nte rnat i  onal  Certificates 

In  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases 
several  countries  required  that  visitors  should  be  vaccinated 
or  innoculated  against  specific  diseases.  International 
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certificates  have  now  been  prescribed  for  smallpox,  yellow 
fever  and  cholera# 

When  completed  by  the  medical  practitioner  these  certificates 
must  be  authenticated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  It  is 
the  responsibility  of  travellers  to  see  that  international 
certificates  of  vaccination  are  available  both  for  their  family 
doctor  to  sign  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  authenticate. 
These  certificates  should  be  obtained  by  the  travelling  agency 
organising  the  individual’s  journey.  It  is  not  the  responsib¬ 
ility  of  local  authorities  to  provide  these  documents. 

During  the  year  18  smallpox  international  certificates 
and  three  cholera  certificates  were  authenticated. 
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IN  THE  AREA. 


1.  Water 

The  Borough  has  its  own  water  supply  but  a  few  isolated 
dwellings  obtain  water  from  private  wells  or  the  South  Devon  Water 
Boardo  The  reliable  yield  for  Totnes  is  438,000  gallons  a  day  and 
the  average  consumption  has  always  been  well  within  thus  figure* 

The  ample  quantity,  even  in  time  of  drought,  has  always  been  a  feature 
of  the  Totnes  water  supply*  Examinations  throughout  the  year  have 
shown  the  quality  of  the  water  to  be  satisfactory. 

2 c  Sewage  Disposal 

The  sewerage  system  is  made  up  of  a  high  and  a  low  level  system. 
The  high  level  system  serves  the  higher  part  of  Totnes  to  the  Vest 
of  the  River*  The  low  level  system  drains  the  remainder  of  Totnes 
on  the  West  side  of  the  River  and  all  the  Bridgetown  area. 

In  my  1959  Report  I  stated  that  the  low  level  system  was 
overloaded.  It  was  intended  that  an  extensive  examination  of  the 
whole  of  the  sewerage  system  should  be  made  by  an  outside 
consultant  during  I960,  but  circumstances  arose  whereby  it  was  not 
possible  to  carry  out  this  investigation.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  review  of  the  sewerage  system  will  be  made  during  1961. 

3 •  Refuse  Collec t ion 

There  is  a  weekly  refuse  collection  and  a  new  site  is  now 
needed  for  the  refuse.  During  the  year  a  number  of  new  sites  have 
been  considered  and  it  is  hoped  that  controlled  tipping  on  a  fresh 
site  will  be  a  reality  in  1981. 

4*  Slaughterhouses 

Pour  slaughterhouses  were  again  in  operation  during  the  year. 

In  March  a  review  was  made  of  the  existing  and  future  requirements 
of  the  district  with  regard  to  the  slaughterhouse  facilities  in  the 
Borough.  The  following  facts  were  ascertained. 

a)  The  four  slaughterhouses  in  use  at  the  present  time  are 
sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  inhabitants.  The  re-licensing 
of  these  slaughterhouses  will  adequately  meet  the  present  and 
future  demands  of  the  district. 

b)  Whilst  these  slaughterhouses  did  not  yet  comply  with  the 
Construction  Regulations  (Defined  in  the  Slaughterhouses 
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(Hygiene)  Regulations,  end  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention 
of  Cruelty)  Regulations)  nevertheless  it  was  considered  that  all 
four  slaughterhouses  could  comply  with  all  the  Construction 
Regulations  by  March  1st  1961. 

5.  Pest  and  Rodent  Control 

Under  the  prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949?  this 
local  authority  has  an  obligation  to  ensure  that,  as  far  as  is 
practicable,  the  area  is  kept  free  from  rats  or  mice*  For 
this  purpose  frequent  inspections  are  necessary  and , in  addition, 
occupiers  of  land  are  required  to  give  notice  to  the  local 
authority  whenever  it  comes  to  their  knowledge  that  rats  or  mice 
are  present  on  the  land  in  substantial  numbers*  In  the  case  of 
£bod  premises,  the  notification  must  be  made  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food* 

Under  the  Act,  the  local  authority  may  serve  on  the  owner 
or  occupier  of  any  land,  notice  requiring  him  to  take  steps  for 
the  destruction  of  rats  or  mice  on  the  land  and  many  also  require 
the  carrying  out  of  any  structural  repairs  or  any  other  works* 

If  such  a  notice  is  not  complied  with,  then  the  local  authority 
may  carry  out  the  destruction  of  the  pests  and  recover  the 
necessary  expense  from  the  persons  concerned* 

A  rodent  operator  works  on  a  part-time  basis  for  this 
authority  and  regular  treatment  is  carried  out  on  the  refuse 
tips.  Test  baiting  is  carried  out  in  the  sewerage  system  and  the 
operator  visits  private  and  business  premises  in  order  to  destroy 
pests.  No  charge  is  made  by  the  local  authority  for  services 
carried  out  at  private  dwelling  houses.  This  concession  is  of 
considerable  value  as  it  ensures  that  householders  are  not 
deterred  in  reporting  the  presence  of  pests  on  account  of  the 
financial  sum  which  would  be  involved  in  treating  their  premises. 

6*  Offices  Act,  I960 

In  the  future  it  will  become  necessary  to  make  numerous 
visits  and  inspections  to  the  various  types  of  premises  which  are 
used  as  offices  and  this  will  undoubtedly  add  to  the  work  which 
has  to  be  carried  out  by  the  public  health  department. 

7.  Noise  Abatement  Act* 


This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  27th  November*  Noise  or 
vibration  which  is  a  nuisance  can  now  be  regarded  as  a 
statutory  nuisance  for  the  purposes  of  Part  3  of  the  1936 
Public  Health  Act*  Local  Authorities  will  be  able  to  require  the 
abatement  of  a  noise  or  vibration  nuisance  by  the  service  of  an 
Abatement  Notice.  If  the  notice  is  not  complied  with  then  it  can 
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be  enforced  by  proceedings  in  a  magistrate’s  court*  Apart 
from  action  by  a  local  authority,  three  or  more  occupiers  of 
land  or  premises  who  are  aggrieved  by  a  noise  or  vibration 
nuisance  may  make  a  complaint  to  a  magistrate* 

Noise  has  become  an  increasing  problem  over  the  years  and, 
until  the  introduction  of  this  Act,  this  Local  Authority  had  no 
general  powers  conferred  on  it  to  deal  with  nuisances  arising 
as  a  result  of  noise  or  vibration. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  noise  arising  from 
industrial  premises  in  one  part  of  the  town  became  a  considerable 
nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  The 
noise  eventually  proved  injurious  to  the  health  of  a  number 
of  elderly  people  and  the  local  authority  met  the  owners  of  the 
premises  to  discuss  the  situation.  It  is  pleasing  to  report 
that  the  owners  fully  appreciated  the  position  and  immediately 
took  the  necessary  steps  to  reduce  this  noise  to  a  minimum. 

8 •  Washing  Facilities  in  Public  Conveniences. 

During  the  year  I  laid  emphasis  on  the  necessity  for 
providing  washing  facilities  in  public  conveniences 
Ideally  such  washing  facilities  should  be  free,  but  in  the  past 
the  provision  of  free  facilities  has  invariably  been  abused 
and  much  wanton  damage  has  occurred  to  the  fitments.  Whilst 
washing  facilities  must  remain  an  essential,  the  question 
of  making  a  charge  for  such  facilities  is  a  debate&ble  point. 

9 •  Clean  Rivers,  Estuaries  and  Tidal  Waters  Act,  I960 

This  Act  amends  the  Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Act 
1951  and  gives  River  Boards  power  to  deal  with  new  outlets  and 
new  discharges  of  trade  or  sewage  effluent  into  tidal  waters 
and  parts  of  the  sea.  This  Act  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  and  eventually  I  would  like  to  see  River  Boards  given 
powers  to  make  byelaws  prescribing  the  discharge  of  existing 
noxious  or  polluting  matter  into  the  tidal  waters  of  rivers. 

I  have  always  regarded  it  unfortunate  that  tidal  waters  of 
rivers  were  exempted  from  the  requirements  of  the  1951  Rivers 
(Prevention  of  Pollution)  Act  because  it  is  in  river  estuaries 
that  the  greatest  pollution  occufs. 

10.  Radioactive  Substances  Act,  i960 

This  Act  came  into  operation  in  June  and  it  is  designed 
to  regulate  the  keeping  ana  use  of  radioactive  material,  and 
to  make  provisions  as  to  the  disposal  and  accummulation  of 
radioactive  wastes. 
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Local  authorities  play  very  little  active  part  in  the 
oversight  of  radioactive  hazards  which  might  effect  individuals 
or  the  general  communityo  There  is  continual  nationwide 
monitoring  of  the  atmosphere,  water  supplies,  soil,  herbage  and 
milk  and  this  is  assessed  centrally.  Nevertheless  it  was 
obviously  desirable  that  a  local  authority  should  be  informed 
of  the  existence  of  any  radioactive  materials  used  in  their 
areas,  the  transportation  of  such  material  in  the  district  and 
the  methods  used  for  disposing  the  waste  radioactive  products? 
Under  this  new  act  local  authorities  will  now  be  informed  of  the 
presence  of  radioactive  substances  in  their  areas  and  they  will  be 
consulted  about  the  discharge  of  radioactive  waste  materials 
where  special  precautions  must  be  taken. 

Whilst  it  is  obvious  that  local  authority  officials  cannot 
readily  acquire  the  extensive  knowledge  essential  for  giving 
expert  advice  on  the  control  of  radioactivity,  yet  I  think  it 
essential  that  officials  of  the  public  health  department  should 
take  every  opportunity  of  acquiring  knowledge  on  the  subject 
together  with  the  precautions  necessary  in  the  disposal  of 
radioactive  wastes  in  their  area. 

11.  Factories 


51  factories  were  registered  in  i960  and  62  inspections 
were  made.  No  written  notices  were  necessary  and  no 
prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year. 
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INSPECTION  AND  ..  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


1.  Pood  Premises 

There  were  49  food  premises  operating  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  and  this  figure  included  11  cafes,  hotels  and 
restaurants  together  with  38  retail  food  shops*  It  was  not 
|Jossible  to  visit  every  one  of  those  premises  but  random 
inspections  wore  made  throughout  the  y^ar* 


2. 


The  requirements  of  the  food  hygiene  regulations  had 
already  been  emphasised  during  1959  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  the  standard  of  hygiene  practised  in  the  food  premises  was 
generally  satisfactory.  I  think  it  is  most  desirable  that 
cafes  and  restaurants  are  inspected  during  the  summer  months 
when  trade  is  brisk  and  when  hygienic  practise  might 
deteriorate.  Unfortunately  the  staffing  arrangements  do  not 
make  it  possible  to  carry  out  such  comprehensive  inspections. 


During  August  it  was  noted  that  bowls  of  clotted  cream  were 
exposed  for  sale  in  a  number  of  shops  uncovered  and  unprotected 
from  all  flies,  wasps,  dirt  and  the  coughs  and  sneezes  of  the 
customers.  It  is  essential  that  clotted  cream  should  be 
properly  covered  and  protected  at  all  times.  It  is  pleasing 
to  note  that,  following  letters  to  the  owners  of  the  premises 
concerned,  all  the  uncovered  bowls  were  eventually  properly 
covered  and  protected. 


3.  Unsound  Food 


The  amount  of  unsound  food  surrendered  or  condemned 
reached  considerable  proportions  due  to  a  large  stock  of  food 
which  was  found  unfit  at  a  grocery  shop  during  the  early  part 
of  the  year. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  spend  several  days  inspecting 
the  food  at  this  shop  and  a  total  of  2,521  lbs  of  food  was 
condemned  as  being  unfit.  This  amount  was  made  up  of  2,971 
tins,  1,815  packets  and  629  bottles  and  jars  of  various  types 
of  food  stuffs. 

Unsound  food  surrendered  or  condemned  at  other  food 
premises  included 

62  tins  of  meat  and  fruit. 
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At  the  local  slaughterhouses,  the  following  meat  was 
condemned  or  surrendered: - 

84  lbs  of  beef  (bone  taint) 

17  lbs  of  pig  skins  (urticaria) 

91  pigs  (due  to  tuberculosis,  septicaemia,  jaundice) 


4.  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  i960 

These  regulations  were  introduced  during  the  year  .and 
it  is  the  purpose  of  the  regulations  to  ensure  that  milk  is 

produced,  bottled  and  distributed  under  such  conditions  that  it 
reaches  the  public  in  a  clean  and  safe  state.  Conditions  have 
been  laid  down  under  which  specially  designated  milk  (tuberculin 
tested,  pasteurized  and  sterilised)  may  be  sold. 

Principle  changes  introduced  in  the  regulations  include 
the  issue  of  Dealer’s  licences  by  Pood  and  Drugs  Authorities 
instead  of  by  all  Borough,  Urban  District  and  Rural  District 
Councils  *. 

5.  The  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilisation)  Regulations,  I960 

These  regulations  came  into  force  on  November  1st,  i960. 

All  meat  which  is  unfit  for  human  c on sumption  at  slaughterhouses 
must  now  be  sterilised  before  it  leaves  the  premises.  If  there 
are  no  facilities  for  sterilising  at  the  slaughterhouses,  provision 
could  be  made  for  the  meat  to  be  removed  to  a  place  where  it  will 
be  sterilised  or  destroyed.  In  the  case  of  knacker’s  yards,  all 
meat  must  be  stained  or  sterilised  before  it  leaves  the  premises. 
In  a  similar  manner  imported  meat  unfit  for  human  consumption 
must  be  sterilised  as  soon  as  possible  after  it  has  entered  the 
country. 

It  should  now  no  longer  be  possible  for  retailers  of  pet’s 
meat  to  obtain  unfit  meat  unless  it  has  been  sterilised  or 
stained.  If  any  meat  comes  into  their  possession  which  has  not 
been  sterilised  or  stained,  then  it  is  the  retailer’s 
responsibility  to  sterilise  it  before  sale. 

The  regulations  are  framed  so  that  hospitals,  manufacturing 
chemists,  veterinary  schools,  and  similar  institutions  can 
continue  to  obtain  supplies  of  unstained  or  unsterilised  meat 
without  restriction. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  similar  regulations  were  due  to 
come  into  force  on  the  1st  April  1959  but  were  repealed  in  the 
previous  month.  These  new  regulations  have  been  designed  on 
similar  lines  and  will  reduce,  to  some  extent  the  likelihood 
of  disease  being  spread  to  humans  from  animals  who  consume 
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unfit  meat.  I  think  it  would  have  been  more  satisfactory 
however,  if  meat  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  required  to  be 
first  sterilised  and  then  stained  before  leaving  slaughterhouses. 
Such  meat  could  then  be  removed,  identified  and  checked. 

6.  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  196° 

These  regulations  came  into  force  on  October  1st  I960  and 
they  consolidate  the  previous  regulations  of  1955  and  1957? 
with  a  number  of  amendments,  none  affecting  their  main  substance. 

The  amendments  include  the  application  of  the  regulations 
(with  effect  from  November  1st  1961)  to  the  handling  and  service 
of  food  on  passenger  ferries,  river  and  coastal  excusion 
vessels. 

7*  Authorised  Officers  (Meat  Inspection)  Regulations,  I960 

These  regulations  prescribe  a  new  qualification,  the  holder 
of  which  will  be  eligible  to  be  appointed  by  a  local  authority 
as  an  authorised  officer  to  act  in  relation  to  the  examination 
and  seizure  of  meato  The  primary  reason  for  creating  this  new 
class  of  officer,  a  meat  inspector,  is  to  help  overcome  the 
difficulty  which  is  being  experienced  by  local  authorities  in 
obtaining  public  health  inspectors  to  carry  out  complete  meat 
inspection  in  their  areas.  Meat  inspection  at  slaughterhouses 
can  occupy  a  considerable  amount  of  time,  often  at  the  expense 
of  the  other  duties  carried  out  by  the  public  health  inspector. 

The  regulations  do  not  themselves  confer  any  powers  on 
holders  of  the  new  qualifications.  It  will  be  entirely  for  the 
local  authorities  who  employ  them  to  decide  whether  to  appoint 
the  meat  inspectors  and  authorised  officers  under  the  act,  and  it 
is  envisaged  that  holders  of  this  new  qualification  will 
generally  be  employed  in  large  slaughterhouses  and  bacon 
factories. 

As  mentioned  in  the  1959  Report  complete  meat  inspection  in 
the  Borough  is  not  carried  out.  A  large  amount  of 
slaughtering  occurs  at  the  local  bacon  factory  and  100$  meat 
inspection  can  only  be  achieved  in  the  Borough  by  the  appointment 
of  a  full  time  Public  Health  Inspector.  At  the  present  time 
the  position  of  Public  Health  Inspector  is  filled  by  the 
Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  who  already  has  extensive  duties 
to  carry  out  in  connection  with  his  other  appointments. 
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SECTION  F, 

HOUSING 

1*  General  Information 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  1864 

Dwellings  owned  by  the  council  449 


Visits  were  made  to  selected  dwelling  houses  during  the 
year  and  a  number  of  housing  defects  were  remedied  as  a  result  of 
informal  action.  The  Council  was  asked  to  serve  formal  notices 
in  respect  of  the  repair  of  defective  roofs  in  two  dwelling* 
houses  because  informal  approaches  to  the  owners  had  proved 
unsuccessful o 

I  am  becoming  concerned  about  the  increasing  number  of  houses 
that  are  found  to  be  in  such  a  condition  that  they  must  be 

regarded  as  being  in  a  state  prejudicial  to  health  or  a  nuisance 

as  defined  under  the  1936  Public  Health  Act*  Invariably  these 
houses  have  defective  roofs  and  the  entry  of  r ain  into  such 
dwellings  is  usually  inevitable.  These  houses  are  almost  always 
rented  properties  and  the  Landlords  are  often  reluctant  to 

repair  the  roofs,  despite  the  damage  which  is  occurring  to  their 

property  and  the  discomfort  experienced  by  their  tenants* 
Complaints  by  the  tenants  are  frequently  fruitless  and  I  usually 
have  to  make  an  informal  approach  to  the  owner.  On  several 
occasions  it  has  eventually  been  necessary  to  refer  the  matter 
to  the  Council  with  a  request  for  formal  action  in  the  matter, 
and  then  after  a  considerable  amount  of  inconvenience  to  the 
Council  and  its  officials,  the  defects  are  eventually  remedied. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  many  house  owners  expect  their 
houses  to  have  ever  lasting  life.  I  would  like  to  see  a  system 
brought  into  operation  whereby  each  new  house  is  given  a  "life" 
of  a  definite  number  of  years  (perhaps  three  score  years  and 
ten)  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  house  should  then  automatically 
be  regarded  as  being  unfit  unless  it  is  brought  up  to  the 
required  housing  standards  of  the  day*  Houses  built  70  years 
ago  lack  many  amenities  by  present  day  standards.  It  is  quite 
probable  that  houses  built  today  will  be  regarded  as  sub¬ 
standard  in  70  years  time.  If  every  house  had  been  given  a 
"limited  life"  in  the  past,  there  would  be  very  few  unsatisfactory 
dwellings  in  the  area  at  the  present  time*  Applicants  for 
housing  improvement  grads  are  small  in  numbwr  and  are  *  : 
invariably  made  by  owner  occupiers « 
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2.  Unfit  Houses 

Three  clearance  areas  were  represented  to  the  Council- 
during  the  year.  27  houses  were  included  in  these  ar^as  and 
the  areas  were  confirmed,  but  two  houses  were  excluded  from 
one  of  the  areas* 

Pour  houses  were  represented  as  being  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  incapable  of  being  repaired  at  reasonable  cost* 
Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  two  of  the  houses  and  a 
decision  regarding  the  other  two  houses  will  be  made  in  1961* 

3*  Council  House  Allocations 

Early  in  the  year  the  system  for  allocating  Council  houses 
was  revised*  Under  the  new  system  applicants  are  awarded 
points  for  various  factors  which  can  be  classified  under  the 
three  headings  a)  general  factors,  b)  unfit  existing 
accommodation  and  c)  illness  or  disability  in  resi^ect  of  the 
applicant  and  his  family*  The  scheme  came  into  operation 
during  the  month  of  June  and  all  applicants  were  reassessed  on 
the  new  system  with  the  exception  of  10  persons  who  were  placed 
at  the  top  of  the  housing  list  and  they  included  priority  cases 
and  persons  wh o  had  been  *' frozen’1  at  the  top  of  the  list  when  the 
old  system  was  used*  Since  the  introduction  of  the  new  system 
only  two  council  houses  became  vacant  up  to  December  31st  and 
these  houses  were  allocated  to  two  of  the  10  applicants  who 
were  placed  at  the  top  of  the  list  under  the  new  system,  A 
total  of  119  applicants  have  been  assessed  during  I960*  As 
a  result  a)  points  were  awarded  to  69  applicants  in  respect  of 
existing  unfit  accommodation,  b)  points  v/ere  awarded  to  six 
applicants  in  respect  of  chronic  illness  or  disability. 

As  mentioned  in  the  1959  report  preference  in  respect  of 
unfit  housing  conditions  should  be  made  in  such  a  way  that 
healthy  families  should  be  rehoused  in  order  to  obtain  both 
curative  and  preventive  benefits.  When  ever  possible, 
sanitary  defects  and  disrepair  present  in  the  unfit  houses 
should  be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts. 
Points  are  awarded  in  respect  of  disrepair,  instability, 
dampness,  defective  natural  lighting,  inadequate  ventilation, 
inadequate  water  supjjly,  deficient  sanitary  and  drainage 
arrangements  and  inadequate  facilities  for  the  storage, 
preparation  and  cooking  of  food. 

When  illhealth  or  disability  is  present  the  existing 
accommodation  must  be  prejudicial  to  a  greater  extent  than  in 
the  case  of  a  healthy  individual.  Rehousing  in  a  Council  house 
should  be  of  benefit  to  the  applicant  and  it  is  necessary  to 
equate  the  person1 s  illness  or  disabilities  with  his  existing 
accommodation,  with  the  possible  alternative  accommodation 
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available  and  with  the  other  factors  which  earn  the  award  of 
points. 

In  the  allocating  of  points  it  has  been  necessary  to  visit 
over  a  100  dwellings  and  this  has  enabled  me  to  obtain  a 
clearer  picture  of  the  housing  standards  existing  in  the  older 
type  of  houses  in  the  Borough..  I  would  again  emphasise  my 
opinion  that  the  present  system  used  by  this  Borough  for  the 
allocation  of  Council  houses  is  one  of  the  fairest  and  most 
sensible  that  is  being  operated. 
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APPENDIX  A 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YaAR  I960  FOR  THE  BOROUGH 
OP  TOTNES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  DEVON 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

PART  1  OP  THE  ACT 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


— - — — — - ■ - — - - -  — 

Premises 

Number  on 

Number 

of 

Occupiers 

register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

prosecuted 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

L.  Factjries  in  which 
Sections  1, 2,3*4  and 

6  are  ta  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities. 

>.  Factories  not 
included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

51  ! 

62 

5.  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises) 

Total 

51 

62 

— 

— 

25  - 


t  ti  j  i 

•C  {•  3“  1X3 

. 

ocn  ssj  iol3r*5 

r  i  ±Ck  ." 

iO  m;  ulo 

r  & 

-  26  - 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

i 

Referred 

prosecutions 

Found 

1 

i Remedied 
i 

To  H.M. 
Insp. 

By  H.M. 
Insp. 

were 

instituted. 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

lant  of 

cleanliness  (S.  1) 

- 

-** 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Reasonable  temp* 

- 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
?entilation(S.  4) 

*** 

- 

— 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors(S.  6) 

* 

— 

* 

- 

— 

Sanitary 

conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes.- 

- 

•A 

- 

—A. 

Other  offences 
against  the  ACT 
(not  including 
offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork). 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

PART  8  OF 

THE  ACT 

OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 

There  were  NO  outworkers  in  the  District  and  there  is  thus  a 

NIL  RETURN. 
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APPENDIX  B. 


Water  Supply 


1.  The  water  supply  of  the  area  was  found  to  be  satisfactory 
both  in  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year. 

2.  Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  water 
going  into  supply  after  treatment.  15  examinations 
were  carried  out  and  no  coliform  bacilli  were  found  in 
any  of  the  samples.  No  chemical  analyses  were  made 
during  the  year. 

3*  The  water  is  not  subjected  to  plumbo  solvent  action. 

4.  No  form  of  contamination  occurred  during  the  year. 

5.  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public 
mains  direct  to  the  houses  was  1,845* 

There  were  4  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains 
by  means  of  stand  pipes. 

15  dwellings  had  their  own  private  water  supply. 


-  27  - 


:  ‘  "  ' 

v 

•  .  jA 


A 


'  ■  '  ‘  ■  i  ill.  .  ,  : 

4  *  ' 


